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When asked the question of what mechanism I think is the most important for a typical infant's lexical development, in my opinion, I would say that it is the word learning assumptions mechanism. I would support my assumption based on three arguments. The first one is mutual exclusivity which suggests that children allocate new words to a referent for which they do not already have. The second one is the whole object assumption which says that a child assumes that a word labels a whole object rather than a part of an object and the last one is shape bias that suggests that a child usually generalizes a word to other objects with the same shape.
Mutual exclusivity is one aspect under learning assumption mechanism that clearly shows how the mechanism is important in lexical development in an infant (Barrett, 2017). Under this aspect, a study was done on twenty very young children of age eight months to three years. The children were presented with one conversant entity and one novel object and then asked to choose one among the two. Most children selected unknown objects, which they had never seen before.  The propensity of choosing the unfamiliar object when prompted with unknown words is attributed to mutual exclusivity. It is noticed that children often tend to choose a novel object as the referent for a novel word. Under a study, it was suggested that learners usually engage in syllogistic thinking to reject familiar referent and instead select the novel referent, a proposal that is compatible with some but not others of the existing suggestions(Betteridge et al., 2019). Theories that may explain such behavior are that children have a lexical-specific bias to mutual exclusivity, a heuristic where the reason that each type of object has only one label. Under this heuristic, children perceive that if one object already has a known label, the label cannot refer to it, and hence it must refer to another unknown object.
The second aspect that supports that learning assumption mechanism is important in a typical infant's ability to learn words is shape bias. This research involved fifteen young children aged between two years to five years. The children were divided into two groups and shown an ordinary picture of a pineapple, and two other pictures: a taxonomically similar object that is mango and a thematically similar object, a cup. They were then shown the pineapple and told that it was a fruit and then asked to identify another fruit. One group pronounced a shift from thematic-based to shape-based while the other group chose from shape to taxonomic in the presence of a novel word. These results suggest that lasting similarity according to shape is extremely important in early word meaning (Nazzi & Cutler, 2019).
Finally, whole object assumption is also another aspect that gives important insight into how the learning assumption mechanism affects a child's ability to learn the meaning of words. The participants under this study were children aged two to five years. The children were shown the picture of a human body and told that it was a picture of a boy. Specific body parts were then pointed and the children were asked to name them. Every time a new part was pointed at they answered the boy. From this, we can tell that the children assumed that the label boy, referred to the whole body. Therefore, it is clear that infants' perception of the physical world is guided by their overall view of an object and hence this aspect is very important in lexical development in a child (Tauzin & Gergely,2018).
In conclusion, we can say that the learning assumption mechanism is truly important in lexical development in an infant, just as earlier stated in my opinion. The whole object assumption helps children to identify things easily even if they cannot make out each particular part. Shape assumptions enable infants to learn words for objects that are well defined by shapes and mutual exclusivity enables learners to engage in psychological reasoning. 
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